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From Barriers and Breakthroughs: Women Redefining Science –  

Programme Details and Proceedings: 

The Department of Biotechnology, in collaboration with the Women Empowerment Cell and 

the Research & Development Cell, Central University of Haryana, successfully organized a 

panel discussion titled “From Barriers and Breakthroughs: Women Redefining Science” 

on 20 January 2026 at the Vande Mataram Sabhaghar (Mini-Auditorium), Academic Block-I. 

The programme commenced with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp and rendition of the 

University Kulgeet, symbolizing the pursuit of knowledge and enlightenment. This was 

followed by a welcome address by Dr. Vidyullatha Peddireddy, Convenor, Women 

Empowerment Cell, who formally welcomed the gathering and highlighted the relevance of 

sustained institutional efforts in addressing gender-based barriers and fostering equitable 

participation of women in science and research. The smooth administration and effective 

execution of the programme were ensured through the dedicated efforts of Dr. Namrata Dhaka, 

Convenor of the programme, Dr. Inderjeet Kaur and Dr. Manisha Pandey, the organizing 

secretaries. 

In his message to the participants, Prof. (Dr.) Tankeshwar Kumar, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, 

emphasized that scientific excellence transcends gender and reiterated the responsibility of 

higher education institutions to create inclusive ecosystems that nurture talent, innovation, and 

leadership among women scientists. 

The panel discussion featured eminent academicians and academic administrators with 

extensive experience in teaching, research, and institutional leadership: 

 Prof. Tapasya Srivastava, Professor and Head, Department of Genetics, University of 

Delhi (South Campus), who shared insights on structural barriers, mentorship, and 

career progression challenges faced by women scientists in research-intensive 

environments. 

 Prof. Sunita Srivastava, Professor, Department of Physics, Central University of 

Haryana, President, Institute Innovation Council, who highlighted the role of 

institutional support, interdisciplinary research, and leadership opportunities in 

empowering women in STEM disciplines. 

 Prof. Neelam Sangwan, Senior Professor and Director, Research & Development Cell, 

Central University of Haryana, who emphasized research funding, policy frameworks, 

and the importance of visibility and recognition for women researchers at national and 

international levels. 

 Prof. Surender Singh, Professor and Director, Internal Quality Assurance Cell 

(IQAC), Central University of Haryana, who discussed the role of quality assurance 

mechanisms, inclusive academic policies, and gender-sensitive indicators in 

strengthening institutional excellence. 

The discussion was structured around three major themes - Access, Opportunities, and 

Recognition, with reference to historical trends, contemporary challenges, and future pathways 

for women in science. The session opened with observations on the underrepresentation of 

women among Nobel laureates in scientific disciplines, reinforcing the view that lack of access 

and recognition, rather than lack of capability, has historically constrained women’s scientific 

contributions. The panelists deliberated on issues such as access to education and mentorship, 



research opportunities, mobility, funding, leadership roles, work–life balance, and the impact 

of societal expectations on scientific careers. An interactive session with students and research 

scholars enabled participants to engage directly with the panelists, seek career guidance, and 

reflect on strategies to overcome systemic barriers. 

 The panel discussion sensitized students and faculty to systemic barriers faced by 

women in science, including access to education, research opportunities, leadership 

roles, and recognition.  

 The programme witnessed participation from 119 faculty members, research scholars, 

and students, ensuring representation across academic levels and disciplines. 

 The involvement of senior academic administrators, including the Director, Research 

& Development Cell, President, Institute Innovation Council and Director, IQAC 

reinforced the University’s commitment to embedding gender equity within its 

governance, quality assurance, and research frameworks. 

 Interaction with eminent women scientists and academic leaders provided mentorship 

opportunities and positive role models for young women researchers, aligning with 

NAAC’s emphasis on empowering female learners. 

The programme also included creative activities aimed at student engagement and awareness 

building. It concluded with prize distribution and vote of thanks proposed by Prof. Rupesh 

Deshmukh, Head, Department of Biotechnology, followed by the National Anthem. 

Conclusion:   

The successful organization of this panel discussion demonstrates the Central University of 

Haryana’s proactive approach, by embedding gender equity, inclusivity, and social 

responsibility into academic and co-curricular activities. The programme stands as a 

meaningful institutional effort to translate policy commitments into actionable academic 

practice. 

 






























